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Aurora Dance Arts and 
Aurora Symphony Orchestra 

present “The Nutcracker”
Photo by Brian Molitoris



 

NUTCRACKERA
Those of us who value the arts in our lives 
are very lucky to live in Aurora. We have 
access to a wide assortment of arts activities 
– both as participants and spectators – 
without having to travel very far or pay 
exorbitant fees. One example is Aurora’s 
Continuous Children’s Dance Program for 
students ages 3 to 18. It operates nine months 
a year and offers classes in ballet, pointe, 
tap, jazz, lyrical, contemporary, hip hop 
and poms. Another is the new partnership 
between Aurora Dance Arts and the Aurora 
Symphony Orchestra for a joint performance 
of “The Nutcracker” featuring young 
dancers and the symphony under the artistic 
leadership of Norman Gamboa performing 
the glorious Tchaikovsky score.

 Another not-to-be-missed musical 
performance this holiday season is the 
Aurora Fox Arts Center’s production of 
“The Gershwins’ Porgy and Bess” (see 
page 5).  Originally written and performed 
as an opera, the Fox is producing the 2012 
“musical theatre” Broadway revival that 
earned Audra McDonald a Tony Award 
for her performance as Bess. The show 
includes some of the greatest songs in 
American musical theater history, including 
“Summertime,” “I Got Plenty O’ Nuttin’,” 
“It Ain’t Necessarily So” and “Bess, You Is 
My Woman Now.” 

Other holiday arts experiences in Aurora 
include the Aurora History Museum’s 
Festival of Wreaths – dozens of holiday 
wreaths decorated by artists and community 
members on display and up for auction. 

And while you’re shopping for that new 
car on Havana Street, don’t miss the 13 
new works of public art recently installed at 
various locations up and down that street!

Thank you to everyone who helped to make 
2016 such a great year for art, history and 
culture in Aurora.  Here’s to you and 2017!
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Admit it!  When the holiday season rolls around, you go to sleep with 
sugar plum fairies and Tchaikovsky melodies that won’t get out of your 
head. Luckily, you don’t have to go on imagining “The Nutcracker” 
because for the first time in the history of the Aurora Dance Arts 
program, performances of Tchaikovsky’s holiday classic ballet will be 
performed to live music thanks to a new partnership with the Aurora 
Symphony Orchestra.

At the core of this biennial Aurora tradition are 85 young dancers 
including students in the Aurora Dance Arts program as well as students 
from many other dance studios from throughout the metro area. 
Choreographed by Aurora Dance Arts faculty and conducted by Norman 
Gamboa, music director of the Aurora Symphony Orchestra, this family-
favorite holiday experience should not be missed!

“Having the Aurora Symphony Orchestra and Aurora Dance Arts 
working as one is a fabulous partnership that will help to further enhance 
the arts and to strengthen the cultural education in our community,” said 
Gamboa. Aurora Dance Arts Director Maggie Chapman adds, “We hope 
to strengthen the cultural landscape of our great city and to allow for the 
diverse community of Aurora to experience this magical holiday tradition 
in a brand new and very affordable way.”   

“The Nutcracker” first debuted in 1892. After countless performances 
around the world, there still are some facts about it you might not know:

• When it first debuted on Dec. 18, 1892 in St. Petersburg, Russia, 
the ballet was met with mixed reviews. The parts of Clara and the 
Nutcracker Prince were played by children, which was not well 
received.

• Although Tchaikovsky’s score for “The Nutcracker” is one of the 
best known pieces of his music, he did not feel it was his best work. 
He felt that his earlier composition, the ballet “Sleeping Beauty,” 
was better.

• The first performance of “The Nutcracker” in the United States 
wasn’t until 1940 with a shortened version in New York City. A full 
performance came in 1944 by the San Francisco Ballet.

• In 1954, “The Nutcracker” became the holiday tradition it’s known 
as today. Choreographer George Balanchine staged his own version 
of it in New York. Balanchine used the best parts of the original 
production and added a few twists and new characters. 

• What’s the deal with nutcrackers? According to German folklore, 
nutcrackers are given as symbols to bring luck to your family and 
home. The wooden figure wards off evil and is a messenger of good 
luck and goodwill.

“The Nutcracker” will be performed 7 p.m. Friday, Dec. 9, 2 and 7 p.m. 
Saturday, Dec. 10, and 2 p.m. Sunday, Dec. 11 at the Aurora Central 
High School Auditorium, 11700 E. 11th Place. Individual tickets are $16, 
and family packs of four are $60. Tickets are available at  
aurorasymphony.org/holiday.html 

MESSAGE
from the Editors Ballet Brings Holiday Magic to a 

New Level With Live Music



Aurora Symphony Orchestra Music 
Director/Conductor Norman Gamboa 
is an internationally sought-after 
conductor. He has appeared as a guest 
conductor with symphony orchestras 
throughout the country and around 
the world. Worldwide engagements 
include orchestras in Romania, Czech 
Republic, Colombia, Brazil, Venezuela, 
Guatemala, Honduras and Costa Rica. 
Maestro Gamboa has conducted for 
collaborative ventures, including a 
newly choreographed production of 
Ravel’s “Ma mère l’Oye” with Ballet 
Midwest and fully-staged operas with 
the Topeka Opera Society. In addition 
to his conducting responsibilities in 
Aurora, Maestro Gamboa currently 
conducts the Sonoma County 
Philharmonic in California and the 
Powder River Symphony in Wyoming.  
He was born and raised in Costa Rica 
and, since four years ago, has made 
Aurora his home. 

AC: How did you first get interested 
in music and then conducting?
NG: While finishing my music degree 
at Baylor University my orchestra 
teacher encouraged me to pursue it. 
Before, back in Costa Rica, I did some 
band conducting but without any 
formal training.
   
AC: What was your most challenging 
artistic assignment?
NG: They all have had different 
challenges. I have conducted from 
youth groups to community and 
professional orchestras in the U.S. and 
abroad. In some instances, it could be 
dealing with the language in a foreign 
country, in other cases teaching the 
orchestra and conveying the composer 
message for a brand new composition 
to be premiered. Having to accompany, 
it could be a single soloist on stage, a 
choir or a full opera or ballet, can be a 
true challenge depending on the ability 
of the soloist and the intricacy of the 
work being performed.

AC: What do love about the arts and 
culture in Aurora?
NG: The most exciting thing about the 
arts in Aurora is that they are gradually 
growing. More groups are surfacing 
every year and those with a long 
history like the Aurora Symphony are 
starting to be noticed and appreciated. 
In addition, the performance quality 
of many of these groups, including the 
Aurora Symphony, has become more 
refined. The support in the community 
for the arts in Aurora has increased. It is 
wonderful having so much happening 
in our own community!
 
AC: What are your hopes artistically 
for Aurora in the next 10 years?
NG: We are the third largest city in 
Colorado and we lack a city center 
or downtown. This has to change. 
We need to realize how much we 
are missing for not having a central 
location with a suitable performing 
venue where all these artistic groups 
could perform. In order to compete 
with other cities in the metro area 
that have already demonstrated they 
understand the importance and the 
benefits of the arts by building cultural 
arts centers, we need to do the same – 
or even better, and it is time for us to 
do it!

SPOTLIGHT
Conductor Norman Gamboa 
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Ornaments from DAVA at National 
Christmas Tree
Twelve ornaments created by students of 
Downtown Aurora Visual Arts (DAVA) 
are proudly representing Colorado at the 
national level by adorning a tree next to 
the iconic National Christmas Tree in 
Washington D.C.

 An arts organization from each state 
is selected each year to decorate its 
corresponding state tree flanking the 
national tree. DAVA was recommended 
by Sen. Michael Bennet for this year. 
The spherical ornaments made by DAVA 
students are filled with small robots 
made of recycled electronics as well as 
modeled figurines of Colorado icons. 

Representatives from DAVA will be 
attending the White House lighting 
ceremony on Dec. 1. And, for the second 
time in two years they will get to meet 
First Lady Michelle Obama –the first 
time being in November 2014, when 
the Aurora-based nonprofit organization 
received a National Arts and Humanities 
Youth Program Award.

Ornaments
DAVA’S



Exhibit Opening: Celebrating  
Colorado: Women in STEM
Portraits recognize women’s
contributions to Science, 
Technology, Engineering and
Mathematics.
Aurora History Museum
15051 E. Alameda Parkway

december
Aurora Singers present  
“A Traditional Christmas” 
7 p.m. • $
East Middle School
1275 Fraser St.

Writing Workshop 
with Aurora Poet Laureate  
Jovan Mays and Centennial  
House tour 
1 – 3 p.m. 
Centennial House
1671 Galena St.

“The Nutcracker” 
presented by Aurora Dance Arts and the Aurora Symphony Orchestra 
2 p.m. • $ • Aurora Central High School • 11700 E. 11th Ave.

Writing Workshop 
with Aurora Poet Laureate Jovan Mays and a Performance of “The Nutcracker” 
1 – 3 p.m. • Aurora Central High School • 11700 E. 11th Ave. 

               Ukulele Lesson and Just Talk Story
                  1 – 3 p.m. • Aurora History Museum • 15051 E. Alameda Parkway

“The Nutcracker” 
presented by Aurora Dance Arts and 
the Aurora Symphony Orchestra 
7 p.m. • $
Aurora Central 
High School
11700 E. 11th Ave.

Lecture: Heritage Tourism 
Noon – 1 p.m. • $ • Aurora History Museum • 15051 E. Alameda Parkway

Georgetown Christmas 
Market Bus Trip
8:30 a.m. – 4:30 p.m. • $
Meet at the Aurora History Museum.
15051 E. Alameda Parkway
Aurora Singers present  
“A Traditional Christmas” 
7 p.m. • $
East Middle School
1275 Fraser St.

 

“The Nutcracker” 
presented by Aurora Dance Arts and 
the Aurora Symphony Orchestra 
2 p.m. and 7 p.m.  • $
Aurora Central High School
11700 E. 11th Ave.

Victorian Holidays Open 
House Centennial House
1671 Galena St.
Noon – 3 p.m.
 

Cleo Parker Robinson Dance 
“Granny Dances to a  
Holiday Drum”
Noon – 1 p.m. 
Presented by the Colorado  
Folk Arts Council & Metropolitan  
State University of Denver 
Aurora Fox Arts Center
9900 E. Colfax Ave.

saturday 3

saturday 10

wednesday 14

sunday 4

sunday 11

saturday 17

friday 9

tuesday 13

wednesday 21
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Aurora Public Schools 
Student Traveling  
Art Show
Dec. 1 – 31
Aurora Schools Fed. 
Credit Union
750 Chambers Road
Jan. 1 – 31 
Barnes & Noble
Lone Tree
8374 Willow St. 

Exhibit: Celebrating 
Colorado: Women in 
STEM
Aurora History Museum
Dec. 13 –  Mar. 12

Rocky Mountain Wa 
Shonaji Quilt Guild 
Exhibit
Aurora Municipal Center
Second floor gallery
Jan. 4 – 18 

Ignite Theatre’s 
production of “The Wiz” 
Aurora Fox Arts Center
Jan. 7 – 29 • $

“Brilliant Traces” 
Vintage Theatre 
1468 Dayton St.
Jan. 13 – Mar. 5 • $

“Myth” 
 (World Premiere) 
Aurora Fox Arts Center
Jan. 20 – Feb. 19 • $

Ukulele Lesson and  
Just Talk Story
1 – 3 p.m.
Aurora History Museum  
15051 E. Alameda Parkway

Women’s Hall of Fame  
Nature Walk
9:30  – 11 a.m.
Aurora History Museum  
15051 E. Alameda Parkway

january
“Brilliant Traces” 
(Opening Night) 
7:30 p.m. • $
Vintage Theatre
1468 Dayton St.

World Premiere of “Myth”  
by Charles Wefso  
7:30 p.m. • $
Aurora Fox Arts Center  
9900 E. Colfax Ave.
 

Lecture: Frontiers and  
Borderlands  
Noon – 1 p.m. •  $ 
Aurora History Museum 
15051 E. Alameda Parkway

A Tribute to Martin  
Luther King Jr.  Presented by the
Colorado Folk Arts Council and 
MSU of Denver
Noon – 1 p.m.  • $ 
Aurora Fox Arts Center
9900 E. Colfax Ave.

Ignite Theatre presents  
“The Wiz” (Opening Night) 
7:30 p.m. • $
Aurora Fox Arts Center
9900 E. Colfax Ave.
  

saturday 7 friday 13

friday 20

wednesday 18

saturday 21 saturday 28
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Festival of Wreaths
Aurora History Museum
Through Dec. 11

Aurora Artists’ Guild 
Exhibit
Aurora Municipal Center
Second floor gallery
Through Dec. 15

 “The Gershwins’ Porgy 
and Bess” 
Aurora Fox Arts Center
Through Jan. 1 • $

Exhibit: The Doctor Will 
See You
Aurora History Museum
Now through May 7

Art 2C on Havana 
Temporary Public Art 
Exhibit
Various locations on 
Havana Street between
E. Alameda Avenue and 
E. Yale Avenue 
Through Sept. 2017

Disney’s “Beauty and  
the Beast” 
Vintage Theatre
1468 Dayton St.
Through Jan. 15 • $

Annual Student Art 
Show and Sale
DAVA
1405 Florence St.
Dec. 1 – Jan. 13

ongoing events
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Nowadays, Aurora is well known for 
its world-class medical care and the 
medical innovations coming out of the 
Anschutz Medical Campus. 100 years 
ago, it was a different story, and that 
story is now being told at the Aurora 
History Museum in its newest exhibit, 
“The Doctor Will See You” now 
through May 7, 2017.  

“Practicing medicine in Aurora has 
changed radically since the early 20th 
century, evolving from individual 
practices to organized medical clinics 
and leading to the development of 
hospitals in the 1970s,” said T. Scott 
Williams, Aurora History Museum 
Director. “In this new exhibit, we’ll 
explore how Aurora physicians went 
beyond health care to make significant 
contributions to the Aurora community 
and to Colorado.”

Visitors will learn about Aurora’s 
earliest trained physicians, including 
trailblazer Dr. Rachel Staunton, who 
graduated from the Woman’s Medical 
College of Pennsylvania. (Founded 
in 1850, it was the second medical 
institution in the world established to 
train women in medicine and offer 
them the M.D. degree.)

The exhibit features equipment from 
the medical offices of Dr. W.W. Miles 
and Dr. Mark D. Wood, founders 
of the Aurora Medical Clinic which 
was located at 1480 Kingston St. and 
operated from 1953 to 1983. The clinic 
is considered Aurora’s first full-service 
medical clinic because their patients 
could have X-rays and lab work done 
in house. Prior to its opening, Aurora 
patients had to go to Denver for 
diagnostic procedures.

“Back then, even though Aurora 
was still considered ‘rural,’ doctors 
continued to follow advances in 
medical practice similar to their 
colleagues around the country,” added 
Williams. “Those doctors were setting 
a solid foundation for the high-quality 
medical care that now typifies present-
day Aurora.”

Admission to the Aurora History 
Museum, 15051 E. Alameda 
Parkway, is always free. For more 
information, call 303.739.6660 or visit 
AuroraMuseum.org. 

MEDICINE
in Aurora

OPPORTUNITIES
ARTISTS: STAY IN TOUCH 
Aurora’s Art in Public Places 
Program would like to be able 
to reach out to Aurora artists 
directly at times for a variety of 
reasons. While Aurora public art 
opportunities are always posted 
through WESTAF’s CaFÉ™ system, 
we often receive information about 
projects that might not run through 
that system and we would like to be 
able to forward that information 
on to you. Additionally, we often 
look for artists to serve as artist 
members of art selection panels. This 
involves participating in a series 
of meetings and contributing your 
informed professional-aesthetic- 
perspective to ensure that those 
issues are addressed throughout the 
decision making process. If you are 
interested in public art, and you 
have never participated as a member 
of a selection panel, this can be an 
enlightening experience. It is a very 
enjoyable experience and has a 
positive impact on the community as 
you help shape the future of Aurora. 
Please contact Roberta Bloom at 
rbloom@auroragov.org.

CLASSES FOR ALL 
Aurora’s Cultural Services Division 
offers a large assortment of arts 
classes for all ages and all abilities. 
New sessions begin in January and 
include fox trot, swing, cha cha, 
tango, mambo, samba, painting, 
drawing, pottery, acting and musical 
theatre. For more information, 
please check the Recreation Guide at 
auroragov.org/recreation or email us 
at arts@auroragov.org. 

New Exhibit Explores 
History of Medicine in 
Aurora

Jan. 9 through 25  
Various events throughout the month 
honor the life, legacy and mission of 
MLK, including a candlelight vigil, 
race forum, wreath-laying ceremony, 
quilt display and more.  

Go to auroragov.org/mlk for details.



I was in my office late one evening last 
week. The sounds of a “Porgy and Bess” 
rehearsal began. Stage door slamming, 
greetings, music, laughing, hubbub.

The stage manager barked something to 
bring attention to the piano; and the piano 
started playing.

Part-by-part, baritones, tenors, altos and 
sopranos repeated back the Gershwins’ 
melodies. I had to get close and see the 
people from whom these sounds were 
coming. Bouncing down the steps all I 
could think was, “This music is HARD! 
Do we have the people who can do this?” 
I went on stage and stood in back and 
part-by-part I thought, “YES, we do.” 
Baritones, tenors, altos and sopranos each 
proved their place at the piano.

I stood in back, but as badly as I wanted 
to jump in and join and offer advice and 
encouragement, I stayed behind. I know I 
don’t really belong in this group. I worry 
that I won’t be respected or accepted. 
Who am I to tell them how to tell the 
story of “Porgy and Bess”?

People who know me well know I have 
long been self-conscious regarding my 
legitimacy as the teller of some stories.
Can a middle-aged white guy properly 
produce the story of “Porgy and Bess,” 
especially if he is non-musical? Full 
confession: I am non-musical. I sang 
badly in choirs and was useless at the 
few instruments I tried, but I have had 
a wonderful career stage managing, 
producing and directing dozens and 
dozens of musicals. Legitimately. I 
study hard. I respect what I don’t know. 
And I surround myself with enormously 
talented people. I do not have to play 
the violin to know that the music 
Gershwin wrote for the violin will have 
an emotional impact on the audience. My 
belief (and goal) is - if I can put together 
a team of artists who will faithfully 
execute the vision of the artists who 
created “Porgy and Bess” (or any play 
for that matter), I, personally, do not have 
to have an intimate knowledge of the 

subject matter or characters to produce an 
authentic production.  I need to appreciate 
the instruments and trust the experts 
playing them. The instruments and the 
players trust me to provide them with a 
safe space and the resources they need to 
create authentic art.

The race question, however, is not simply 
a matter of the personnel choices I make: 
The depiction of poor Southern black life 
in the opera, based on DuBose Heyward’s 
1925 novel “Porgy,” has been seen over 
the decades as demeaning to black actors 
and singers.

Director Diane Paulus, whom the 
Gershwin estate enlisted in 2011 to 
create a new musical-theater version 
of the opera (which is the one you will 
see on the Fox stage), surely anticipated 
that her adaptation would rekindle some 
of these old battles. The Gershwin and 
Heywood estates, therefore, decided to 
trust Pulitzer Prize-winning playwright 
Suzan-Lori Parks (“Topdog/Underdog,” 
“In the Blood”) to ring out of the script 
our last nagging doubts of stereotypical 
characters and derogatory language.

Artists often struggle with the complex 
questions and answers of cultural 
appropriation, exploitation, style, class 
and motive.  I know that I certainly do 
every time the Fox tries to tell the story 
of people living “on the margins of 
polite society.” But every time I enter the 
rehearsal hall, I hope I am doing so with 
humility and an open heart. I know what 
I don’t know. I trust and empower the 
experts. 

You won’t ever hear me sing along, but 
you will know I am in the wing, listening 
and rooting for every note from every 
throat and always hoping that you will, 
too!

“The Gershwins’ Porgy and Bess” is 
playing Nov. 25 - Jan. 1 at the Aurora  
Fox Arts Center. 
Tickets at 303.739.1970 or 
AuroraFoxArtsCenter.org
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WHO TELLS
Whose Story? 

by Charles Packard, Aurora Fox Executive Producer

MEET
Tracy Camp 

It is rare that The Aurora Fox 
brings talent in from out of town, 
but it is also rare to take on a 
show as challenging as “Porgy 
and Bess.” Producer Charles 
Packard says that it is in fact 
extremely rare to see a fully 
staged version and Colorado 
audiences have never seen it in 
this latest version.  “We knew 
it was a tough show and, at 
auditions, we knew we needed 
Tracy to play Bess,” Packard said.  

Tracy Camp comes to the Fox 
for the first time from her home 
base in California. She works all 
around the country in musical 
theater and opera. Some of her 
favorite past projects include 
“Show Boat” at San Francisco 
Opera; “Big River,” “To Kill 
a Mockingbird,” “A Civil War 
Christmas,” and “Caroline, 
or Change” at TheatreWorks; 
“Jerry Springer the Opera” at 
Ray of Light Theatre; “The 
Amen Corner” at AlterTheater; 
“The Snow Queen” at San Jose 
Rep; and “Caroline, or Change” 
at Pacific Conservatory of the 
Performing Arts.  Camp is a 
recipient of the Theater Bay 
Area Titan Award and is a proud 
member of Actors’ Equity 
Association and the American 
Guild of Musical Artists.

 Welcome to Aurora, Tracy!



CULTURAL 
SERVICES 
DIVISION
auroragov.org/arts
culture@auroragov.org

Art in Public Places 
Program
303.739.6747
Aurora Dance Arts 
Classes  
303.326.8308
Aurora Fox Arts Center 
303.739.1970
Aurora History Museum 
303.739.6660
Bicentennial Art Center 
303.344.1776
Fine Arts Classes 
303.344.1776
Fine and Performing  
Arts Outreach  
303.739.6520
Historic Preservation/ 
Historic Sites
303.739.6660
History Education 
Program  
303.739.6663
Music Classes
303.344.1776
Pottery Classes
303.344.1776
Show Wagon-Portable 
Stage
303.739.6520
Aurora Summer Concerts
303.739.6520
Theatre Classes
303.739.6520

Abounds in Aurora
NEW PUBLIC ART

ART 2C on Havana

In its sixth year, Art 2C on Havana is a great 
opportunity for residents and visitors to 
explore and enjoy 13 new works of public art 
created by artists from all around the country 
– all on one street!

This program is a partnership of the 
Havana Business Improvement District and 
Aurora’s Art in Public Places Program. The 
artworks were selected by a panel including 
representatives from the business committee, 
neighbors, Art in Public Places (AIPP) 
commissioners, city council members and 
an artist. The AIPP commissioners selected 
the following as the winners of the 2016-17 
exhibit:

1st place – “Old Flame,” located at Havana 
Machine, 800 S. Havana St. Created 
by Cesar Moreno (instructor), Brian D’ 
Ambrosio and Adrian Velasquez, from 
the welding program at Lincoln Technical 
College. This sculpture was made using old 
car parts.

2nd place – “Elk of the Rainbow,” located 
at Havana Tower, 1450 S. Havana St. By 
Dale Montagne of Silverthorne, Colorado. 
This sculpture changes with the time of day 
and the weather, as the glass components 
reflect the light.

3rd place – “Spike 2,” located at The 
Stampede, 2430 S. Havana St. By Kansas 
artist Rollin Karg. Made out of glass and 
metal, this piece is a “bridge to communicate 
the spirit of man to the world in which  
we live.”

Locations and details on this exhibit, at 
auroragov.org/publicart.

Public Art on the R Line
The upcoming R Line, RTD’s light rail 
through Aurora, will bring spectacular new 
public art to the city. A partnership between 
RTD and the city of Aurora, it will serve to 
make each station a unique reflection of the 
site and the neighborhood. 

 Iliff Station: a 30-foot kinetic sculpture and 
a smaller, complementary sculpture made 
from aluminum and dichroic glass.

  Florida Station: art on the side panels 
within the pedestrian bridge over I-225 
with an interactive sound element.

 Aurora Metro Center Station: interactive 
solar disk with 24 moving wheels and a 
street-level mural with 3D components

2nd & Abilene Station: two panoramic 
friezes depicting the history of Aurora, 
made from an aluminum/magnesium 
alloy.

13th Avenue Station: Large sculpture made 
from locally donated bicycles in the shape 
of a tornado.

Colfax Avenue Station: Colorful hanging 
lanterns made from laser cut steel 
depicting the stories of Aurora residents.

Fitzsimons Station: A series of sculptures 
made from dichroic glass and structural 
acrylic that represents the local prairie 
landscape.

Windscreens: Hand painted glass artwork 
on each station platform.

Photos by Brian Molitoris




